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Summer Intern

The Spencer County Community Foundation has just appointed their first summer intern for the year 2010.  Christine A. Franklin was chosen for the position and will work directly with the foundation’s director Laura Harmon.  Christine is a 2008 graduate of South Spencer High School and a student at the University of Southern Indiana.  Christine is entering her junior year at USI and is studying to become an English teacher.  The daughter of Murlin and Laura Franklin of Richland and the sister of Walker Franklin of South Spencer High School, Christine is a life-time member of the Spencer County community and hopes to use her education and life-experiences to make a positive impact.  When asked what her expectations were for the summer internship experience, Christine said that she hopes the experience will open her eyes to the role of donors in the community as well as the role of such donors in education.  Christine also hopes to learn more about the grant writing process in hopes of using those skills to her advantage as a future educator.  “I feel very thankful for this opportunity, and I can’t wait to make my contribution to the foundation and community of Spencer County.  It is truly inspiring to be surrounded by people who have such a deep and innate passion for giving.  Who wouldn’t love a job in which you’re constantly meeting people who see giving to the community not as a sacrifice but as a means of fulfillment?  I’m very excited about all that Laura has to teach me, and I hope that I can only make her job easier and more enjoyable.  I find it a great privilege to even be able to work with Laura, the board, and the donors.  The privilege is truly mine,” said Christine.  
Christine also received one of the Spencer County Community Foundation’s scholarships in the year 2008, the Mike Ryan Memorial Scholarship.  When asked about the impact of the Mike Ryan Scholarship on her education Christine said, “My college experiences may not have been possible if it weren’t for the community foundation and the Mike Ryan Scholarship.  Thanks to the scholarship and other local awards, my first year of college was paid for and that is something I am so thankful for.  The Mike Ryan family and the community foundation will always have a place in my heart.  I hope that when I establish myself in my career and am financially stable enough to contribute to the foundation that I can.  I want to leave my own legacy and help other students in need achieve their dreams like the foundation helped me achieve mine.”  

Christine and Laura have high hopes for their time together this summer at the Spencer County Community Foundation.  Christine says her first task will be to get the foundation’s website up-to-date.  “I hope to add to the site a community calendar that will have a list of events in the community and surrounding communities.  There are so many great things to do in Southern Indiana, and I hope to make the citizens of Spencer County more aware of such events and activities,” said Christine.  Another task that Christine said she and Laura are working on is the foundation’s annual meeting on June 22nd.  The annual meeting will act as an opportunity for the community and the board members to meet the Lilly scholarship recipients as well as other scholarship winners and grant recipients.  Christine also mentioned that she and Laura are working on the foundation’s newsletter.  “The newsletter is still a work in progress, but I’m excited to learn the process of making a newsletter,” says Christine, “I’m also searching for new avenues to publish and share the newsletter for example Facebook and Twitter.  I want the citizens of Spencer County to realize just how easy it is to give to the foundation and just what amazing things the foundation does.  I hope to follow up on past Lilly scholarships recipients and update the community on their progress.  I want to make it fun and new, while also making people realize just how important charitable giving and contributions are to our community. ”  
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